Patient with pseudo-retrograde coronary flow in the normal right coronary artery and left circumflex artery: pitfall of retrograde coronary flow to detect coronary artery occlusion.
A 75-year-old lady with hypertension and paroxysmal atrial fibrillation underwent echocardiography to evaluate cardiac function. Transthoracic Doppler echocardiography revealed retrograde coronary flow in the right coronary artery (RCA) and left circumflex artery (LCX). Computed tomographic coronary angiography demonstrated normal but tortuous coronary arteries. This tortuosity of the coronary arteries was thought be a cause of pseudo-retrograde coronary flow in the RCA and LCX. The present case demonstrates a pitfall of retrograde coronary flow for the detection of coronary artery occlusion in daily practice.